
Full story – Page 35

Farewell
Joe Fortune
People of Leith turn out to pay
respects to boxing coach

The costs of this advert have been met out of parliamentary resources.
The Scottish Parliament is not responsible for the content of any external website.

MEMBER OF THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT FOR LOTHIAN REGION
VIRTUAL SURGERY - FRIDAY 26TH FEBRUARY AT 10.00 - 11.00AM

MILES BRIGGS MSP
Tel: 0131 348 5944 @MilesBriggsEdinburgh | Email: Miles.Briggs.msp@parliament.scot

EVENING

90pTHURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021

TRUSTED NEWS SINCE 1873

www.edinburghnews.com facebook.com/edinburgh.evening.news @edinburghpaper

68p FOR SUBSCRIBERS

WHENWILLWE
GET OUR JAGS,
FIRSTMINISTER?
Musselburgh GP practice has 300 over-75s still waiting on
vaccine despite Scottish Government claiming targets met

FULL STORY – PAGES 8-9

Full story – Page 52

Robbomarks
39 years
since debut

Full story – Page 5

Tram tracks
finally reach
LeithWalk



8 www.edinburghnews.com Thursday, February 18, 2021EDINBURGH EVENING NEWS

NEWS

Vaccine rollout

The Scottish government aimed to give a first dose of Covid-19 vaccine to all over-70s by Monday

Vaccine shortage at medical practice
leaves 300 over-75s without jab

A
doctor’s surgery in East
Lothian has been un-
able to vaccinate 300 of
their high-risk patients

due to lack of supplies.
The shortfall can be re-

vealed after the Scottish gov-
ernment aimed to give a first
dose of Covid-19 vaccine to all
over-70s by Monday.

First Minister Nicola Stur-
geon said everyone in this
group should have been of-
fered an appointment.

But Riverside Medical
Practice in Musselburgh
confirmed that 300 of their
patients over 75 are still wait-
ing for one.

Dr Richard Fairclough said

that this is due to supply and
logistics issues which other
surgeries are also facing.

The practice partner said:
“We’re aware of the various
announcements stating that
all of the first four priority
groups have been offered an
appointmentforthefirstdose
of the Covid-19 vaccine.

“However we can only
vaccinate as fast as supplies
allow, and as of early this
week were still short of the
number of doses we'd need
to offer first appointments to
all of our 75 to 79-year-old and
shielding patients.

"This has caused confu-
sion for our patients and has
impacted our ability to serve
those with urgent health
concerns, due to the large vol-
umes of calls we've been get-
ting about the vaccine.”

The practice has 1100
patients aged between 75-79
and 800 have been vaccinated
– with 300 still waiting.

Practice patientAlexander
Brown, 75, saidthe Scottish
government’s management
of vaccinations has been a
“disgrace”.

He said: “According to the
Scottish government I should
have been vaccinated by Mon-
day but I have not even been
offered an appointment yet.

“I don’t blame the practice
at all, they have been great at
getting information out on-
line but their work has been
stifled because they don't
have the supplies they need.

“It’s an absolute disgrace
that there are 300 people
from one practice in this
situation.”

Dr Fairclough is

hopeful that the practice will
receive the remaining vac-
cinations by the end of this
week. He said: "Thanks to the
support of our colleagues at
the East Lothian Health &
Social Care Partnership, we
hope to receive the shortfall
this week and after we do so
will contact all remaining pa-
tients to offer appointments
as soon as possible.

"We ask all patients to
please wait for us to call them.
Supply issues aside, the vac-
cination programme at Riv-
erside is progressing well:
vaccineuptakeishighand our
team are doing a great job get-
ting everyone into the surgery
as soon as possible."

Musselburgh MSP Col-
in Beattie said: “I have alerted
the Scottish government,
who will investigate why there

has been a local supply issue.
However, I’d like to make it
very clear the mid-February
date was not a deadline but
rather a target for GP prac-
tices to aim for. For those not
yet contacted there is no need
to panic, you will still receive a
vaccination.

However, Scottish Con-
servatives leader, Douglas
Ross MP, accused Ms Stur-
geon of “misleading” the pub-
lic over vaccine rates for the
most vulnerable.

He said: “It’s shocking that
the First Minister has tried to
dupe the public about meet-
ing key targets.

“The public need to know
they’re getting honest and
accurate information from
the First Minister. She must
apologise for this unaccepta-
ble attempt to hide the truth.

“Putting her party’s repu-
tation ahead of open and
truthful information during
the pandemic is shameful.”

A Scottish government
spokesperson said: “All letters
for vaccinations are being pri-
oritised and issued as quickly
as possible. As the First Min-
ister said earlier this week, we
are satisfied that we met our
target to offer vaccines to eve-
ryone over 70, and everyone
who has an extreme, clinical
vulnerability, by mid-Febru-
ary. However, as will be the
case in any large scale system,
we can’t rule out the possibil-
ity that some letters might
have gone astray or been sent
to the wrong address.

“If you are over 70 or
shielding and have not re-
ceived a letter, please contact
your GP or local NHS health
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Riverside Medical Practice in Musselburgh has run out of supplies and still has 300 patients over 75 to vaccinate

Pauline McHoul, a patient at Riverside Medical Practice, receives the Covid vaccine from Lead Nurse Diane Fyffe

board by phone or via the new
online form at NHS inform.

“Our vaccination pro-
gramme will flex to respond
to supply and as the First Min-
ister and Health Secretary
indicated last week, we are
expecting less supply over the
next few weeks so it is to be
expected there will be fewer
vaccinations. Each board has
developed plans to ensure
that all available supply will
be utilised, having targeted
initial supplies to GPs based
on local practice populations.

“We are aware of over
960 primary care locations,
the majority of which are GP
practices, which are seeking
supplies to cover their target
population and the demand is
greater than the current vac-
cine supply. We are working
with the UK government to
see whether we can improve
the pace of the supply to them
and meantime health boards
are seeking local solutions to
help practices in need of im-
mediate supplies.

“The pace of our national
vaccine programme is de-
pendent on vaccine supply
and delivery timescales and
we continue to work closely
across the four nations to
ensure this is as smooth as
possible.”

Scottish government urged to
prioritise teachers for vaccine

First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon confirmed this
week that some pupils
will return to schools
on Monday, including
children between the
ages of four and eight and
senior exam students
who need to complete
practical work.
Ms Sturgeon was asked
at First Minister’s
Questions on Wednesday
why teachers have
been asked to return to
schools without being
vaccinated.
Green MSP Patrick
Harvie said: “Surely we
must ask whether it is
safe for those teachers
who have not been
vaccinated to be sent
back into full classrooms

without that protection.
Does it not stand to
reason that, if reopening
schools is a high priority,
vaccinating the staff who
enable those schools
to function must be a
priority, too?”
Ms Sturgeon replied that
teachers will be tested
twice weekly, and that
the risk of transmission
is lower in younger age
groups in schools.
She added that the
Joint Committee
on Vaccination and
Immunisation (JCVI) is

still finalising a guide for
priority groups below
the age of 50, and it is
not yet known whether
occupational groups will
form part of this.
“We will continue to
consider the matter with
the other nations of the
UK and we will set out
as soon as we can what
the approach will be
once we have vaccinated
the initial JCVI groups
and whether there is an
order of priority to be
followed for the rest of
the population,” she said.

The Scottish government
has been urged to
prioritise the delivery
of Covid-19 vaccines
to teachers ahead of a
partial return to schools
on Monday.

TheFirstMinisterfacedcallsto prioritisethevaccinationofteachers

Plan for 8 new Covid
testing centres in city

Edinburgh City
Council is currently
investigating suitable
locations for eight
further testing centres,
in addition to the
three currently in
operation, in response
to demands from the UK
government.
It currently licenses
three council-owned
properties for use as
testing centres: Gate 55,
on Sighthill Road; Usher
Hall, on Lothian Road;
and Leith Library, on
Ferry road.
Now, the UK government
has instructed the
local authority – via the
Scottish government
– to open up eight new
centres by April.
A briefing note, sent to
councillors on Tuesday
reads: “We have been
approached by the
Scottish government
on behalf of the UK
government to provide
a further eight Local
Testing Sites (LTS) in
Edinburgh.
“This expansion aims to:
■Close the gap between
the number of people
being tested and the
estimated number of
daily new cases;
■ Focus on areas of
low car ownership
to increase access to
testing;

■ Maximise the amount
of people with symptoms
who get tested, by
making testing easy to
access (and then support
these individuals to
self-isolate, contact
trace their contacts,
and break chains of
transmission).
The eight locations,
currently being
investigated for use as
coronavirus testing
centres, are:
Granton – outdoor
testing centre within
the Ainslie Park Leisure
Centre car park on
Waterfront Avenue
Niddrie/Craigmillar
– outdoor testing centre
within the Jack Kane
Leisure Centre car park
Restalrig – Piershill
Library
Moredun – Moredun
Library or Gilmerton
Community Centre (to
be confirmed)
Clermiston – Drumbrae
Hub or Rannoch
Community Centre (to
be confirmed)
Oxgangs – Oxgangs
library or Pentland
Community Centre (to
be confirmed)
Saughton – Carrickvale
Community Centre or
Longstone Resource
Centre (to be
confirmed)
Newington – Newington
Library or Cameron
House Community
Centre (to be confirmed)

Eight new coronavirus
testing centres are set to
open in Edinburgh.

Map showing current and planned Covid testing centres


